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Commentary About ‘Promethée’ and this score

This score is an arrangement for solo piano of Alexsandr Scriabin's orchestral work ‘Promethée, ou le Poeme
du Feu’. Promethée already has widely-known arrangements by L. Sabaneev (1881-1968) for one piano four
hands and two pianos four hands, as well as various arrangements for three or more piano ensembles. Most
of these arrangements aimed at reproducing all the sounds of the highly complex original. Accordingly, the
number of notes in the arrangements tends to be too many, making it difficult to adapt them to an ensemble
and to express the phrases of the original poem clearly.

My version of the arrangement presented in this book was written for solo piano to simplify and highlighting
the structure to the extent that the poetic sound of the original piece is not lost. It is also to be noted that this
is an arrangement directly from the original orchestral score and is not an alteration of any existing version,
such as the above-mentioned arrangement for the piano ensemble.

One of the common problems when arranging an orchestral piece for piano is that the dynamics of the notes,
for example, are highly different between that of the piano and the original orchestral work. The original
Promethée is an orchestral work, also known as the ‘Fifth Symphony’, where the piano plays a prominent role
in the work, with its role far beyond one as a single instrument in the orchestra. Therefore, the piano part of
the original was left untouched in this arrangement as it is considered to be more in the style of a piano
concerto. In addition, the notes played by the piano part in the original work are marked in blue to make it
easier to be aware of this. If colour coding is not necessary when the score is printed for use, the entire score
can be printed in black and white.

The section from bars 465 to 477 is notated in subdivisions of one bar in the original piece, making the
melody too difficult to recognise. In my arrangement, each three bars of the original piece was rewritten as
one bar. As a result, the bar count in this section differs from the original, and the original bar number is
added in brackets at the bottom of the score.

Scriabin placed the ‘Luce’ part at the top of the original score as an instrument and wrote a two-voice
continuo for almost the entire piece. In his later years, Scriabin attempted to create an art form that made
use of not only the sense of hearing (sound) but also sight, smell and many other senses, and he had planned
to create Le Mystere, but was unable to complete it due to his sudden death. Scriabin himself had
synaesthesia of ‘sound’ and ‘colour’ (although this has been questioned in recent research), and that may have
caused his focus on ‘sight’ and notated the Luce part in Promete as a trial piece prior to Le Mystere. This,
however, is not known for certain.

Scriabin himself left no clear explanation of the relationships between light and scale (or harmony) regarding
the Luce part. However, there is a report* that some information on the luce part is found in Sabaneyev's
Parisian version’, which was rediscovered in this century, and further research is expected. At present, it is
still unclear what the composer's intention was regarding the Luce part, and this has not been taken into
account in the present arrangement.

(*) See, for example, " Scriabin and the Possible", Anna M. Gawboy and Justin Townsend,.
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